
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Current state of COVID-19 pandemic in Poland: 

Poland was on the verge of introducing full lockdown as daily numbers of reported 

coronavirus infection cases soared to reach almost 28 thousand on November 7, however 
during the last days of November we are seeing continuous decline in new cases. Yet, the 

total number of coronavirus infections detected in Poland increased to almost 1 million 

and the total number of reported deaths exceeds 16 thousand. Worryingly the number 
of deaths remains high. On the 25th of November, Ministry of Health informed about 

record high number of daily deaths (674) and since the beginning of November the 

average reaches almost 400 deaths per day. On the 24th of November the government 
introduced centralized database with data on daily new COVID-19 cases, however as of 

now the system lacks historic entries: https://www.gov.pl/web/koronawirus/wykaz-

zarazen-koronawirusem-sars-cov-2  

Similarly to other CEE countries, Poland is facing much worse pandemic impacts during 

the second wave compared to the first wave in spring. The health system is under 
significant strain. The total death rate in population has more than doubled, reaching 

the levels comparable to spring peaks in Southern Europe. 

 

 

Anti-crisis Shield:  

The government has extended the anti-crisis shield (for more information, please see 

Monitor’s October 2020 issue):  

On November 20, the Sejm, lower chamber of Polish Parliament, voted for the Industry 

Shield. It is an aid package for entrepreneurs that are currently most affected by the 

second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The government is implementing the second edition of the Financial Shield (for more 

information, please see Monitor’s September Issue):  

Declaring the success of the Financial Shield 1.0, the government is introducing its 

second edition aiming to support micro, small, medium and large enterprises from 40 

sectors with the financial aid of PLN 35 bn. 
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Poland and Hungary threaten to veto EU 2021-2027 budget due to proposed 

rule of law mechanism: 

During the EU27 ambassadors (Coreper) meeting on 16th November, Poland and 

Hungary expressed their readiness to block the approval of the EU’s multi-annual 

financial framework (MFF) and the recovery fund. The reason for that is the proposed 

rule of law mechanism which links the disbursement of the EU funds with ensuring that 

they would not be misused as a result of corruption or fraud, as well as that all Member 

States would respect the EU fundamental values, incl. the independence of the judiciary. 

While the rule of law mechanism requires a qualified majority in the EU Council, both 

MFF and the recovery fund need unanimity among all Member States, thus creating the 

opportunity for Poland and Hungary to block the historic EUR 1.82 trillion budget-and-

recovery package. On 26th November the Polish PM Morawiecki and Hungarian PM 

Orban issued a joint statement where they expressed their common position on the issue 

and that the linkage between the rule of law conditionality and EU funds, if adopted, 

should be considered in terms of potential renegotiations of the EU Treaties. However, 

it is expected that Germany, which currently holds presidency in the EU Council, will 

find a way out from the deadlock. Just two days before Morawiecki-Orban meeting in 

Budapest, the German MFA Heiko Maas expressed that he is confident that it will be 

possible to find a solution before the European Council meeting which is scheduled for 

10-11 December. 

 Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government 

announcements on specific initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of financial 

support for the sector and actions undertaken. 

 

 

 

 

PGG, Poland’s largest mining group, requires approx. PLN 2 bln production 

subsidies per year: 

At the beginning of November, PGG (Polish Mining Group) has prepared a business plan 

for that envisages state aid support estimated at PLN 2bln annually. According to media, 

the PGG’s plan has already been submitted to the European Commission (to get EU’s 

approval for the state-aid support) as well as to the Polish Development Fund (PFR). In 

previous months PFR has made access to the funds from the Anti-Crisis Shield 

conditional upon presentation of the Group’s restructuring strategy (PGG applied for a 

PLN 1.75 bln loan from the Shield). According to media, the business plan states that the 

acceptance of the plan remains the only chance for PGG to avoid bankruptcy – in 2019, 

the net debt to equity ratio for PGG increased from 45 to 65 percent, while at the end of 

2019 the company owed its creditors almost PLN 3 bln. 

 

1.2 Sectoral insights 

Mining 
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JSW, largest coking coal group in Poland, accelerates investment to 

commence Bzie coal mine:  

A few weeks ago, the company announced that in 2019-2022 it will spend about PLN 

600 mln on the construction of a new mine in the Bzie-Dębina region. While the 

investment is reported to be advanced at 21.1 percent, the total outlays are estimated to 

amount to PLN 3 bln by 2033. The Bzie mine is expected to produce approx. 2 mln tons 

of coking coal annually. 

 

 

PGE, largest power producing company in Poland, announces coal-exit plan 

for Bełchatow region:  

The company has launched the project "Just transformation of the Bełchatów complex", 

containing an investment plan for the region highly dependent on lignite mining. 

However, in line with the newest governmental plans for coal assets to be managed by 

the state, the transformation of the largest in Europe coal-fired power station that 

operates in the region will be beyond the scope of PGE’s activities. The transformation 

plan fits into the company’s new strategy which aims at achieving climate neutrality by 

2050 (for details please see Monitor’s October issue) 

 

 

Tauron, second biggest Polish company in terms of energy production, 

reveals plan to terminate internal subsidies for its coal mines until 2021:  

According to media reports, the company’s management board explained in the official 

document how much of financial support has already been directed to its mining 

segment. The revealed document indicates that the intra-company financial support for 

Tauron’s mining subsidiary (Tauron Wydobycie) will be available no longer than until 

the end of 2021. It also shows that from the beginning of 2015 to mid-2020, Tauron 

Wydobycie received as much as PLN 3.4 bln in support from the rest of the group, of 

which PLN 1 bln in the form of recapitalization, and PLN 2.4 bln as loans. 

 

 

COVID-19 related financial support for mining sector:  

JSW (Jastrzębska Spółka Węglowa), the largest coking coal group in Poland, is expected 

to receive PLN 1 bln in liquidity loan from PFR (Polish Development Fund). The 

preferential loan will be granted under the governmental PFR Financial Shield for Large 

Companies programme – the deal should be concluded no later than until the end of the 

year. The draft version of the loan agreement states that JSW will not be allowed to 

recommend and pay any “dividends or any other forms of remuneration”, as well as 

perform any activities related to changes to its legal status, division, merger, 

consolidation, or restructuring without the creditor’s consent. The decision regarding 

the preferential loan from PFR has not yet been made.  

 
 Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government announcements on 

specific initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of financial support for the sector and actions 

undertaken. 
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Polish Offshore Wind Act adopted by the government:  

After being three times rejected by the Council of Ministers, the Polish Offshore Wind 

Act has been approved on 27.11 and can now be addressed by Parliament even as soon 

as on the 10th of December. The Offshore Wind Act lays out rules for the development of 

the Polish offshore wind market. Most importantly, it describes rules that will govern 

distribution of the state aid to the sector in coming years, including contracting up to 

5.9 GW already in 2021. 

 

 

My Electricity program with additional PLN 100 million in 2020:  

On November 10, the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water 

Management announced that it will increase this year's budget of the "My Electricity" 

program by an additional PLN 100 mln for investments in the production of electricity 
from PV installations with a capacity of 2-10 kW. The decision comes after the 

government announced that funds dedicated to the program (PLN 1 bln) have been 

disbursed ahead of the program’s deadline, confirming the large interest of households 
in PV investments. 

 
 

 

PGE and PGNiG, leading Polish electricity and gas companies, interested in 

acquiring Polish assets of Fortum:  

PGE and PGNiG, state-controlled companies, have submitted an offer to buy Polish 

assets of Finnish company Fortum. The company supplies heat to customers in several 
cities in southern Poland and also owns a coal-fired CHP plant in Częstochowa  as well 

as a new multi-fuel CHP plant in Zabrze. The move will leave only two foreign heat 

suppliers on the Polish market – Veolia and E.ON. 
 

 

Tauron and Małopolska Voivodeship will cooperate to ensure low-carbon 

transition of the region: 

Tauron, one of the biggest Polish state-controlled energy companies, signed an 

agreement with the Marshal’s Office of the Małopolska Voivodeship to jointly support 
the implementation of pilot projects and preparation of the strategy for low-carbon 

transformation of the region. The cooperation of the Małopolska local government with 

TAURON will take place within the EU Platform of Coal Regions and the implementation 
of the integrated project LIFE EKOMAŁOPOLSKA - "Implementation of the Regional 

Action Plan for Climate and Energy for the Małopolskie Voivodeship". 

 

 

Smart meters introduced by new amendment to the energy law: 

On November 24, the Council of Ministers adopted a draft amendment to the energy 

law, which, among other things, introduces a smart metering system. The government 

envisages that by 2028, at least 80 percent of customers will have smart meters 

installed.  

Energy 
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Investments in PV secured Poland fifth place in the EU:  

According to the International Energy Agency Renewables 2020 report, Poland was in 
the fifth place in the European Union in terms of investments in photovoltaics. PSE  

(a state-controlled electricity grid operator) revealed, that from January to the end of 

September, the PV capacity in Poland increased from 1.3 GW to as much as 2.7 GW. 
 

 Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government 
announcements on specific initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of financial 
support for the sector and actions undertaken. 

 

 

 

 

The Ministry of Climate and Environment has tabled the proposal of 
several amendments to the electromobility act: 

Among the proposed changes, the Ministry wants to make creation of clean transport 
zones (equivalents of low-emission zones in other countries) obligatory for all 
municipalities with over 100,000 residents from 1 January 2030. Cars that will be able 
to enter the zones include electric, hydrogen, CNG, LNG and LPG vehicles. When 
creating clean transport zone, the municipality would have to present public transport 
development plans within the zone. 

 

 

Road Development Fund to be expanded: 

On November 20, the government adopted a draft act amending the act on the Local 
Government Roads Fund, which supports regional and local investments in road 
transport infrastructure. The government plans to increase Fund’s budget with 
additional PLN 3 bln (Fund’s total PLN 39 bln). The draft act envisages extending the 
catalog of tasks that may be financed from the Fund to accommodate infrastructural 
investment needs at regional level. The Fund will be renamed into the Road 
Development Fund. 

 

Polish railway companies aim to decarbonise the sector: 

State-controlled PKP Cargo, the largest rail freight operator in Poland and a private 
company PKP Energetyka, traction network electricity supplier, have signed a letter of 
intent to establish cooperation focused on innovative solutions needed for the sector to 
increase the use of energy from renewables. In coming years, the companies intend to 
launch PLN 10 bln investment program to support the achievement of the goal of 85% 
of energy from RES by 2030.  

 

 
Implementing the Green Public Transport program: 

Ministry of Climate and Environment and National Fund for Environmental Protection 

and Water Management have announced "Green Public Transport" program. The 
Program’s budget (with PLN 1.1 bln in subsidies and PLN 200 million in loans) is 

estimated to help purchase at least 500 electric- or hydrogen-powered busses aiming to 

boost clean public transport in cities. Calls for proposals will be carried out in three 
phases, in 2021, 2022, and 2023. Co-financing is set at 60-80% (depending on the 

phase) of eligible costs of electric buses and 90% for hydrogen buses. 

 

Transport 
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 Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government announcements on 

specific initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of financial support for the sector and actions 

undertaken. 
 

 

 

Polish Environmental Bank (BOŚ Bank) and Polish Green Building 

Association (PLGBC) establish cooperation to develop and promote 

sustainable buildings sector in Poland:  

Based on the agreement signed by both parties, PLGBC will verify and confirm which 

residential buildings meet the „green” criteria and are allowed to receive the Green 

House certificate. The certificates will be one of the requirements to receive a green 

mortgage loan from the BOŚ Bank, the state-controlled bank that contributes to 

environmental protection. 

 

 

The amended act on supporting thermal modernization and refurbishment 

signed by the President: 

The new regulation that establishes Central Registry of the Emissivity of Buildings, as 

well as upgrades two major governmental anti-smog programmes – “Stop smog” and 

“Clean air” has been signed by the President on 13.11. For detailed description of the 

amendments please see Monitor’s October Issue. 

 

 

Poznań braces itself to combat air pollution:  

The municipal authorities of the City of Poznań plan to continue the implementation of 

the “Kawka Bis” programme which aims at reducing air pollution caused by ineffective 

heating systems and obsolete solid fuel stoves. Not only the funds allocated for the 

implementation of the programme will rise from PLN 2 mln to PLN 10 mln per year, but 

the list of supported installations will be extended to include PV’s. The City also seeks 

for closer cooperation with environmental funds in the nation-wide “Clean Air” co-

financing programme. 

 

 Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government 

announcements on specific initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of financial 

support for the sector and actions undertaken. 

 
 

 

 
1.3 WiseEuropa’s updates 

Buildings 
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Green Recovery: from crisis to sustainable recovery – WiseEuropa has published 
a policy brief that analyses challenges associated with the current process of developing 
national recovery strategy and outlines recommended actions which would help to ensure 
that Polish Recovery and Resilience Plan is sustainable.  

http://wise-europa.eu/en/2020/11/18/new-policy-brief-green-recovery-from-crisis-to-
sustainable-recovery/  

 

You can find previous editions of the Polish Sustainable Recovery Monitor using this link: 

http://wise-europa.eu/en/polish-sustainable-recovery-monitor-2/  
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For more information on our work related to economic policy and sustainable development, please visit our website 

www.wise-europa.eu 

WiseEuropa Institute is an independent think-tank and research organization based in 

Warsaw that undertakes a strategic reflection on European politics, foreign policy and 

economy. The mission of WiseEuropa is to improve the quality of Polish and European 

policy-making as well as the overall business environment by promoting the use of sound 

economic and institutional analysis, independent research and evidence-based approach 

to impact assessment. 
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