
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 pandemic – current state: 

While the number of newly detected SARS-CoV-2 cases and deaths in Poland has 

reached the lowest level since March 2020, the overall number of cases in Poland 

approaches 2.9 million as of June 28th and the number of deaths approaches 75 

000. As of June 28th, nearly one third of Poland’s population is fully vaccinated. 

Still, the Delta variant remains a major concern for the coming months, with 

quarantine requirements for non-Schengen arrivals strengthened. Furthermore, 

the pace of vaccination varies significantly across the country, with large cities 

seeing full vaccinations rate near 50% by the end of June, while in peripheral 

communities it still has not crossed 20%. 

 Five Polish citizens take the state to the court over the lack of action 

against the climate crisis: 

As it was announced on June 10th, five separate lawsuits by the representatives 

of the civil society (i.e. a member of the environmentally oriented NGO and a 

young climate activist) were prepared by the Polish branch of the ClientEarth 

foundation and Gessel, a Polish leading law firm, and already submitted to the 

court. The Polish state is charged of the infringement of the personal interests of 

the plaintiffs as a result of the state’s neglect of climate policy. The plaintiffs, 

however, don’t claim any monetary compensation – they want the court to oblige 

the state to undertake decisive climate measures, i.e. to achieve climate neutrality 

by 2043 and to reduce emissions by at least 60% until 2030. These are the first 

civil climate lawsuits in Poland. 

It is worth noting in the context of these lawsuits that on May 28th the Polish 

Supreme Court, in another legal case, refused to recognize the right to live in a 

clean environment as a personal interest protected by law. 

 

Details of the major EU-funded infrastructure programme published 

On June 18th public consultations of the European Funds for 

Infrastructure, Climate, Environment (Fundusze Europejskie na 

Infrastrukturę, Klimat, Środowisko – FEnIKS) began. They will last until 
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July 18th. FEnIKS is the key national-wide programme financed within the 

regular EU cohesion policy framework. It covers green investments, but also 

major outlays on transport infrastructure. Together with the cross-cutting 

regional programmes, JTF and National Recovery and Resilience Plan, it 

constitutes a key source of the EU funds for sustainable investments in Poland. 

 

  

 

A new Industrial Policy of Poland is presented: 

On 9th June a strategic  document outlining the development pathway for Polish 

industry was published by the government: the Industrial Policy of Poland. It 

comprises five areas: digitization, security, reshoring of industrial production, 

transition to low-emission and circular economy, and high-skilled society, and 

shall be implemented through “industry contracts” – agreements between the 

government and representative delegates of individual sectors where both 

parties commit themselves to specific actions, e.g. the government to improve 
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regulation, infrastructure investment, research funding and the industry to 

invest, reduce emissions, train workers or transfer knowledge. 

 Appointment of the plenipotentiary for the cooperation in climate 

and energy: 

On 7th June the Minister of Climate and Environment appointed Sebastian 

Barkowski as his plenipotentiary for the international cooperation in climate and 

energy. Barkowski will cooperate with EU bodies on climate policy and 

participate in international conferences and meetings, representing the stand of 

the Polish government on climate issues. He has been previously responsible for 

negotiations on climate and energy policies with the European Union as a Deputy 

Permanent Representative of Poland to the EU between 2015 and 2019.  

 Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government 

announcements for specific initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of 

financial support for the sector and actions undertaken. 

 

 

 Polish-Czech negotiations on the future of extraction activities in the 

Turów mine are in progress:  

 Despite the order by the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) of May 

21st, Poland has not implemented the interim measures imposed by the Court 

and did not “immediately cease” lignite extraction activities in the Turów mine. 

Therefore, on June 15th, the Czech Republic asked the Court to impose a daily 

EUR 5 million penalty on Poland for not complying with the Court's order. In 

the meantime, on June 9th, the case before the CJEU was joined by the European 

Commission. 

The Czech government is however ready to find an amicable resolution to the 

dispute. On June 14th a draft inter-government agreement on the mine was sent 

to Warsaw. The proposal lays down conditions that Czechia expects Poland to 

fulfil before and after the potential withdrawal of the lawsuit. Provisions of the 

agreement have not been revealed, but it is estimated that the costs resulting 

from its conclusion for Poland may amount to EUR 40-50 million. Probably, 

Poland would also have to agree to an inspection by Czech experts at the Turów 

mine, to disclose full information on the environmental impact of the mine and 

to finance the replacement water supply pipes in some Czech districts. 

In mid-June, high-level Polish-Czech talks were launched, aimed at negotiating 

the final version of the agreement. Although both sides declare they are 

determined to settle the dispute as fast as possible, the negotiations are still 

ongoing. 

1.2 Sectoral insights 
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 Polish coal regions accelerate their transition planning: 

On June 7th the regional government of the Łódź Voivodeship approved the first 

draft of the territorial just transition plan for the region. Key provisions include 

a coal phase-out in the Bełchatów Lignite Basin: coal mining is to be ended in 

2038 (the planned Złoczew mine will not be developed) and lignite power plants 

are to be consecutively decommissioned until 2036. 

The plan also outlines a green transformation of the region. As a first step of this 

process, PLN 5 billion (EUR 1.1 billion) is to be invested in onshore wind farms 

(with a capacity of 100 MW), photovoltaics (600 MW) and energy storage (300 

MW). In the longer term other industries will be also developed, including the 

hydrogen and biomass sectors, CO2 utilization, production of fertilizers, 

aggregates and building materials. 

Consultations of the document ended on 21st June.  

On 30th June, a public consultation of a second draft of the territorial just 

transition plan of Silesia finished. The draft incorporates the provisions of the 

social contract with mining unions and the agreed schedule of mine closures to 

2049. 

On 25th June the lignite mining region of Eastern Wielkopolska announced that 

it was joining the Powering Past Coal Alliance of national and regional 

governments and businesses moving away from coal and towards clean energy. 

Wielkopolska Wschodnia is the first Polish region to do so. ZEPAK SA, the 

company which owns the region’s lignite mines and power plants, plans to phase 

out all of its lignite-based activities by 2030. 

 

Australian coal company Prairie Mining commences litigation 

against Poland: 

According to news released on June 9th by Prairie Mining, the company claims a 

compensation from Poland for actions of the Polish government intended to 

block the development of the company’s investments in the Jan Karski and 

Dębieńsko mines in Poland, which the company alleges constituted a breach of 

the Energy Charter Treaty and the Australia-Poland Bilateral Investment Treaty. 

The claim amounts to PLN 4.2 billion (EUR 930 million).  

This investor-state dispute arose in February 2019; first warnings were made 

and first actions against Poland were taken in September 2020, but the 

litigations had not been filed with the arbitration until now. Previous efforts to 

amicably resolve the dispute failed as the Polish government declined to 

participate in discussions. 

Poland has five months to respond to the lawsuit. 

It is worth noting that the Energy Charter Treaty, upon which the lawsuit is 

based, is an international agreement that is said to protect international 
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investments in fossil fuels and hence to hamper the development of renewable 

energy sources. Therefore, the need for its reform is being discussed.  

 Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government 

announcements for specific initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of 

financial support for the sector and actions undertaken. 

 

 

Proposed amendments to the Renewable Energy Law Act could end 

net metering for prosumers as of 2022: 

The Ministry of Climate and Environment has proposed to change the rules for 

billing energy consumers who install photovoltaics in their homes. According to 

the draft amendment to the Renewable Energy Law Act, published on June 2nd,  

the current net metering system could disappear as of the next year. 

Currently prosumers feed surplus energy into the grid, and when their PV arrays 

are not covering their needs, they can collect back 80% of the volume they fed 

into the grid. Under the proposed amendment, anyone who instals a PV array 

after January 1, 2022 would only be able to sell surplus energy. Under the 

proposed pricing rules, this would result in decreasing a typical prosumer’s 

financial benefits by PLN 1000 (EUR 221) annually.  

Those who install and launch their installations before December 31 this year 

could continue benefitting from the current rules for another 15 years.  

However, it is not certain that the amendments will be passed. As the 

consultations of the draft show, there is a significant resistance to the proposed 

change, even in the government. Moreover, as the Deputy Minister of Climate 

and Environment pointed out, the legislative process in Poland often lasts more 

than one year, therefore the changes could take effect after the planned date of 

January 1, 2022. 

 Proposals to transform the energy sector provoke growing 

discontent of energy unions: 

Power plant workers and lignite miners fear that the proposed transformation 

of the sector, which entails the creation of a National Energy Security Agency 

(Narodowa Agencja Bezpieczeństwa Energetycznego – NABE) and spinning off 

coal assets held by energy utilities into the new entity will results in layoffs in the 

energy sector.  They point to the territorial just transition plan for Bełchatów (for 

details see above), which provides for a coal phase-out in the region. Therefore, 

unions are asking for more details on how the transformation will be carried out, 

and demand creation of new jobs to replace those lost as the result of the 

transformation. They  have also called for a social agreement similar to the one 

recently concluded with the hard coal mining unions. On June 9th energy unions 

held a demonstration in Warsaw.  

Energy 
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Artur Soboń, the Deputy Minister of State Assets, announced that talks on a 

social agreement for the energy sector are to begin on 29th June.  

President of the Energy Regulatory Office (Urząd Regulacji 

Energetyki – URE) comments on the separation of coal assets: 

Rafał Gawin, the President of URE, has commented on the planned creation of 

NABE. He stressed that it is not known how the separation and takeover of coal 

assets by the state would influence the energy market, and that the proposal does 

not explain how NABE would maintain stable energy price in a long term. 

Public consultations of the document outlining the transformation program of 

the energy sector ended on 28th June.  

Changes to the heat tariff scheme: 

URE decided to modify the heat tariff scheme in order to stimulate the 

development of renewable heat sources in heating plants and accelerate the 

emission reduction process in the heating sector. Thanks to the new tariffs 

capital invested in renewable heat sources by district heating companies will 

guarantee higher returns. URE will also take into account investments which 

comply with the strategic goals of Polish energy policy when approving tariffs 

and offer the possibility to apply an efficiency premium linked to savings 

achieved thanks to these investments. 

 First energy storage installation in Poland integrated with onshore 

wind farm: 

Four new onshore wind turbines in Gaj Oławski were integrated with an energy 

storage installation for the first time in Poland. The technology is lithium-ion 

batteries with a total capacity of 12MWh. The investment’s value was PLN 100 

million (EUR 22.1 million). 

 An agreement between PKN Orlen and Synthos on small modular 

reactors (SMR): 

On June 29th PKN Orlen signed an agreement with Synthos Green Energy owned 

by a Polish billionaire Michał Sołowow. The companies will cooperate in order 

to implement the SMR technology in Poland – the agreement states that small 

modular reactors with a capacity of up to 300 MW are to be built in Poland in 

2030/2031 at the earliest. 

 PKN Orlen considers implementing CCS at the Ostrołęka gas power 

plant project 

The planned gas-fired power station in Ostrołęka can be equipped with a carbon 

capture and storage (CCS) installation, as a representative of the company 

revealed on 21st June. This decision was taken as the growing price of CO2 

European Emission Allowances make the CCS technology profitable. The share 

of captured CO2 would be 50-70% of total CO2 emissions in Ostrołęka, since 
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capture of greater amounts would generate losses for the company. Captured 

CO2 would be stored in exploited underground deposits of oil and gas, but it 

could be also utilized in synthetic fuels production.    

 Developments in the hydrogen sector: 

• PKN Orlen to invest in 6 green hydrogen hubs: a Hydrogen Eagle 

investment program was submitted for financial support to the European 

Commission as a Project of Common Interest. It provides for 6 hydrogen 

hubs (3 in Poland, 2 in Czechia and 1 in Slovakia) with 100 hydrogen 

fuelling stations, producing 50,000 tonnes of hydrogen per year by 2030 

through water electrolysis in electrolysers of total capacity amounting to 

250 MW; 3 waste-to-hydrogen installations are also planned. 

• Cooperation of Lotos and Sescom (technology company from Gdansk) in 

the field of green hydrogen: both companies signed a letter of intent in 

which they decided to implement a Green H2 program. The program’s 

main target is to produce green hydrogen for the needs of the Gdańsk 

refinery:  a 1 MW pilot installation is to be developed first, followed by a 

full-scale 100 MW electrolyser. 

• Final version of the Polish Hydrogen Strategy is to be published on 10th 

August, the government announces. 

 Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government 

announcements for specific initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of 

financial support for the sector and actions undertaken. 

 

 Financial support for electric school buses in the provinces:  

 Ministry of Climate and Environment signed deals with 16 rural municipalities 

which will receive funding for electric school buses. Financial support is 

provided by the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water 

Management (NFOŚiGW – Narodowy Fundusz Ochrony Środowiska i 

Gospodarki Wodnej) within the framework of the second edition of the 

KANGUR program supporting the purchase of electric school buses as a part of 

Green Investment Scheme. It amounts to PLN 40 million (EUR 8.86 million) 

and 85% of this sum, i.e. PLN 34.2 million (EUR 7.57 million), is given in a form 

of non-refundable grants. 

 New reports from the battery market: 

According to forecasts made by the Polish press, Poland can become a leader in 

battery recycling, as Elemental Holding, Polish recycling company, builds the 

first recycling line for lithium-ion batteries (the project received EUR 73 million 

from the EU funds as an Important Project of Common European Interest). The 

plant will start its operations in 2023 and its production capacity will amount to 

at least several thousands of tonnes per year. (Cf. battery recycling is also 
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mentioned as one of key activities in the new Industry Policy of Poland). 

 

“My electric car” – support programme for the purchase of the 

electric vehicle begins in July: 

National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management 

(NFOŚiGW – Narodowy Fundusz Ochrony Środowiska i Gospodarki Wodnej) 

will initially offer subsidies for private customers, but it plans to expand the 

programme for it to entail support for local governments, NGOs, businesses and 

leasing companies. The value of subsidy for holders of « Large Family Card » 

increases from PLN 18 750 (EUR 4 150) to PLN 27 000 (EUR 5 980).   

 Urban rail transport possibly included in the Act on electromobility: 

Ministry of Climate and Environment plans to implement a regulation allowing 

to include electric rail transport (e.g. trams and underground) in the analysis of 

costs and benefits from using zero-emission vehicles in public transport, that 

has to be submitted to the Ministry by local governments every 36 months. If the 

analysis that includes rail transport shows that electric buses bring no benefits 

to the municipality, then the given local government won’t be obliged to 

purchase them. 

 Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government 

announcements for specific initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of 

financial support for the sector and actions undertaken. 

 

 Updates to the “Clean Air” program: 

• Prefinancing of buildings retrofits for low-income people; this 

modification to the program shall take effect as of 2022 according to the 

Deputy Chief of NFOŚiGW. Low-income individuals will be able to 

receive funds for retrofitting before the investment is carried out, rather 

than having to apply for reimbursement of costs of already implemented 

retrofit. 

• Bank loans for replacing old, inefficient heat sources and for the thermal 

modernization of single-family houses; in March eight banks joined the 

“Clean Air” program in order to provide finance for retrofitting in the 

form of bank loans which could be partly repaid thanks to the funding 

received within the “Clean Air” program. The total limit of funds that 

banks will have at their disposal in the years 2021-2022 will amount to 

PLN 1,5 billion (ca. EUR 320 million). Repayment period for a single loan 

shall be no more than 12 years and its value shall be up to PLN 100,000 

(ca. EUR 22,000). The program starts in July. 

In June it was announced that more banks are set to join the program, 

Buildings 

https://wysokienapiecie.pl/38849-moj-elektryk-27-tys-zl-dotacji-samochodu-elektrycznego-dla-duzej-rodziny/
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https://biznesalert.pl/mkis-transport-analiza-elektromobilnosc-samochody-motoryzacja-miasta-paliwa-alternatywne/
https://biznesalert.pl/mkis-transport-analiza-elektromobilnosc-samochody-motoryzacja-miasta-paliwa-alternatywne/
https://energetyka24.com/elektroenergetyka-wiadomosci/nfosigw-ubozsi-powinni-dostac-mozliwosc-prefinansowania-termomodernizacji-domow
https://cire.pl/item,219817,1,0,0,0,0,0,bgk-wkrotce-rusza-kredyty-w-ramach-programu-czyste-powietrze.html
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https://nettg.pl/gornictwo/178078/nfosigw-nie-wyklucza-udzialu-w-programie-czyste-powietrze-takze-innych-bankow-w-tym-pko-bp


including PKO BP, the largest Polish and state-owned bank.  

As the NFOŚiGW reports, more than 254,000 applications have been submitted 

so far within the “Clean Air” program for a total of PLN 4.5 billion (EUR 996 

million) 

 

Regional government of the Lesser Poland Voivodeship approved 

draft anti-smog resolutions for several municipalities: 

On June 17th draft anti-smog acts were approved for Oświęcim, Nowy Targ, 

Skawina, Krzeszowice, Niepołomice. They are now subject to public 

consultations, which will last until July 14th. Key provisions are that coal-fired 

boilers could not be installed as of 2022 and that all already installed coal-fired 

boilers shall be replaced by “green” heat sources by 2029. 

 

Another EU-funded program to support renovation in Poland 

The EU-funded national infrastructure investment program FEnIKS is likely to 

support residential and public building renovations in Poland with a total of PLN 

1.256 billion (EUR 278 million), as the document submitted for public 

consultations shows. This comes in addition to the funds already allocated 

within the Recovery Plan. Further funds are expected to be allocated within the 

regional programmes funded via the EU cohesion policy. 

Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government 

announcements for specific initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of 

financial support for the sector and actions undertaken. 
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