
 

COVID-19 pandemic – current state: 

The overall number of cases in Poland is estimated at 16 724 as of the 25  th   of February 2022  , while the  
number of deaths exceeded 110 thousand. By the 25th of February 2022, ca. 57% of the Polish population

has been fully vaccinated. Although the biggest spikes of the 5th way are in the past, still every day about
300 people die from COVID-19 related issues.

1.1 Economic Recovery – the big picture
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https://www.gov.pl/web/szczepimysie/raport-szczepien-przeciwko-covid-19
https://www.gov.pl/web/szczepimysie/raport-szczepien-przeciwko-covid-19
https://www.gov.pl/web/koronawirus/wykaz-zarazen-koronawirusem-sars-cov-2


Innovation of Polish scientists regarding paper production from tires:

The breakthrough method of recycling used tires with the help of bacteria was patented and developed

by scientists from Łodz University of Technology. The bacteria can produce cellulose by using material
from the tires which is then turned into biodegradable paper. Scientists believe that the technology will

help in reducing the usage of plastic packaging and resolve the problem of degrading tires in landfills. 

Initiative “End of concrete in Polish cities”:

At the end of January 2022, the  Ministry of Climate and Environment informed about the governmental
initiative “End of concrete in Polish cities”  that  w  ill    facilitate  climate change adaptation in cities  by  

lowering the share of impermeable surfaces and providing additional green areas. So far there are no
details regarding further activities within the initiative, but it is planned to prepare a guidebook with

practical solutions to make cities more resilient.

Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by the press, individual companies or government announcements for specific

initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of financial support for the sector and actions undertaken.
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An end to the Turów coal mine dispute:

After months of negotiations, the Czech and the Polish governments came to an agreement.  The Polish

side will pay EUR 35 million (ca. PLN 159 million) and the PGE Foundation (Fundacja PGE) - EUR 10
million (ca. PLN 45 million). On top of the compensation, Poland is obliged to construct an anti-filter

screen with an estimated cost of PLN 17 million (ca. EUR 3.75 million) which will keep groundwaters in
Czechia on a higher level. Also, Czech officials will have the right to conduct assessments 4 times a year

making sure that the agreement is being respected. Furthermore, if Poland wants to extend the mine
closer to the Czech border it is obliged to build a 1-kilometre long earth rampart that will protect Czech

citizens from the dust and noise of the mine. 

In accordance with the agreement after the Czech side received the payments,  the European Court of

Justice (ECJ) should drop the case (for background information see January’s edition of the Monitor).

Act implementing support system for the mining sector signed: 

On the 2nd of February 2022, president Andrzej Duda signed the act     on the new mining support system  

that will cost in total PLN 28.8 billion (ca. EUR 6.35 billion) and will be disbursed within the next ten
years.  It  is  a  result  of  the  Sejm’s dismission of  the  veto  of  the  higher  parliamentary  chamber  that

approved the draft act.   So far there is no information on whether the act  has been notified by the
European Commission (for background information see December’s edition of the Monitor).

Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by the press, individual companies or government announcements for specific

initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of financial support for the sector and actions undertaken.
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Nuclear energy developments in Poland:

On the 3  rd   of February 2022, President Andrzej Duda signed an act that will allow faster issuing of the  

environmental decision for nuclear power plants.  

At the beginning of February 2022, a meeting in Choczewo – the future localisation of the first nuclear

power plant – was held.  The issue of accompanying infrastructure was brought up. To construct and
operate the power plant new roads and railway tracks will  be built.  The spokesperson of the Polish

Nuclear Power Plants (Polskie Elektrownie Jądrowe) underlined all the benefits that the investment will
bring to the region. The infrastructure should be ready by 2026 – when the construction of the nuclear

power plant is planned to start. 

Orlen Synthos Green Energy will be the joint venture company responsible for the implementation of

micro and small SMRs (Small Modular Reactors). The technology is supposed to be safer and more cost-
efficient than bigger reactors or even natural gas installations. The SMRs will also save from 0.3 to 2

million tonnes of CO2  annually (depending on the type of power plant that they will replace).

Modernization works completed in Lower Odra power plant:

Due to the modernization of the exhaust gas piping system in the Lower Odra power plant, the facility
received the so-called white certificate that confirms its energy efficiency. Additionally, upon receiving

the certificate the power plant gained property rights in the amount of 1,509.845 toe which corresponds
to a market value of PLN 4 million (ca. EUR 0.9 million). Thanks to the investment, the savings will

amount to around 17.6GWh per year.
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Record in energy production from coal in 2021:

In comparison with 2020, the energy production from coal was 26% higher than in 2021. The higher

production was mostly caused by increased national demand and exports to other countries. The rise is
also attributed to especially cold winter and warm summer. 

Record in energy production from wind:

In February 2022 due to intense winds, the energy production from wind turbines recorded the highest

scores. During the weekend of 12-13 of February 2022,  wind farms were responsible for 35% of daily
energy production. This has sparked a debate over the 10H rule that in practice makes big wind farm

investments in Poland impossible.

Energy Innovation Cluster in Silesia:

An agreement made between local entities, the Katowice Special Economic Zone (Katowicka Specjalna

Strefa Ekonomiczna SA) and the local government, established an innovation cluster in Bytom, Silesia.
It  is  expected  that  the  cluster  will  facilitate  new innovative  investments  in  the  region  and  provide

additional “green jobs”.

Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government announcements for specific

initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of financial support for the sector and actions undertaken.
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Developments for hydrogen in transport:

On the 1  st   of February 2022, the Ministry of Climate and Environment proposed technical requirements  

for  hydrogen  refuelling  stations. So  far  none  publicly  available  exist  in  Poland  but  by  2025  the
government expects the construction of 32 such stations. Safety features of the requirements involve

measures preventing unauthorized access, possible leaks, collisions between the station and vehicles,
and fire and explosion hazard.  It is expected that by 2030 up to 165.000 vehicles will  be fueled by

hydrogen in Poland.

A privately-owned hydrogen refuelling station has been installed in Warsaw. The station is provided by a

German company, Wystrach, whilst the hydrogen is probably transported from ZEPAK’s (energy group
owned by Zygmunt Solorz-Żak)  power plant in Konin.  The station is  able  to handle  up to 10 large

vehicles per day providing up to  360 kg of hydrogen daily.

PKP Energetyka (part of the Polish railway group responsible for the energy demand of the railway) will

invest  in a  hydrogen  energy  storage  system.  Hydrogen  will  be  produced  through  the  process  of
electrolysis from solar energy. The project will also enable the disconnection of filled hydrogen cylinders

that can be used for powering trains. 

Hybrid trains in West Pomeranian Voivodeship:

At the beginning of 2022,  the voivodeship decided to purchase five additional hybrid trains from the
Polish railway company,  Newag  .   Due to two diesel  engines,  the trains are  able  to move on not fully

electrified routes, taking over 300 passengers and reaching the maximum speed of 160km/h. The whole
purchase will cost PLN 293 million (ca. EUR 64.6 million). 

Draft act implementing the RED II Directive in transport and ongoing consultations:

The    Ministry  of  Climate  and  Environment  started  consultations  on  the  project  of  the  draft  act  
amending the current law on biocomponents and liquid biofuels. The amendments aim at reaching the
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binding goal of 14% share of renewable energy in the transport sector by 2030 in Poland.

Electromobility investment in Gliwice:

E-mobility company, Boyd Poland, will invest in a new facility in Gliwice in Katowice Special Economic
Zone. The factory will specialize in the production of seals, components, accessories used in electric

vehicles and will cost PLN 130 million (ca. EUR 28.6 million).

Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government announcements for specific

initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of financial support for the sector and actions undertaken.

 

Polish Long-term Renovation Strategy approved:

On the 9th of February 2022, the Council of Ministers approved Polish Long-term Renovation Strategy
that  aims to  improve energy efficiency  in  buildings. According to  the strategy,  it  is  estimated that

around  7.5  million  buildings  will  go  through  thermal  modernization  by  2050.  Currently,  the
government is planning on submitting the document to the European Commission.

Thermomodernisation wave in Silesian voivodeship:

Provincial  Fund  for  Environmental  Protection  and  Water  Management  in  Katowice  (Wojewódzki
Fundusz Ochrony Środowiska i Gospodarki Wodnej w Katowicach) signed a contract with the city of

Katowice  to provide subsidies for thermal modernization of four publicly-owned multi-family houses  .  

https://www.cire.pl/artykuly/serwis-informacyjny-cire-24/slaskie-umowa-na-dotacje-do-termomodernizacji-budynkow
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In total, four approved projects will receive ca. PLN 9.6 million (ca. EUR 2.12 million) in a form of
subsidy.  It is planned to extend the subsidies and support additional investments in the region.

Combating the smog in Polish cities:

In the years 2015-2021, 6.300 heat sources were replaced in Katowice with the help of the municipal

anti-smog programme. However the initiative was successful, the city’s government estimates that there
are still 14000 heat sources that need to be changed. 

Also,    in  Warsaw  in  the  years  2017-2021,  4.300 heat  sources  have  been  replaced  with  the  help  of  
subsidies amounting to PLN 53.000 (ca. EUR 11.700). According to the information provided by the

city, there are at least 7600 boilers and furnaces that need to be removed. 

Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government announcements for specific

initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of financial support for the sector and actions undertaken.
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Establishment  of  the  Silesian-Lesser  Polish  Hydrogen  Valley  and  plans  for  further
clusters:

On the 31st  of January 2022, public and private  stakeholders agreed to establish  the Silesian-Lesser
Polish Hydrogen Valley. The initiative is a result of the Polish Hydrogen Strategy that aims to incentivize

the development of hydrogen technology, helping in the decarbonization of the economy. 

Additionally, the Mazovian hydrogen valley is to be established     in the first quarter of 2022. In total 30

entities will be involved in the initiative, amongst them private companies, universities and institutions. 

Innovative Blue Bridge project in Płock:

Sewage from the city of Płock will be transferred to the production facility of PKN Orlen (a state-owned
petroleum company) where it will be used for technological processes. The investment will allow the

reuse of reclaimed water fulfilling at the same time the principle of the circular economy. It is expected
that the project will  reduce the water intake from the Vistula river by 25%, improving the quality of

water in the river. The investment will be finished by 2025.

First in Europe factory for producing lithium salt in Lower Silesia:

Enchem Poland, the Korean company specialized in electrolyte manufacturing, will build a new factory
and lithium production installation in Kobierzyce,  Lower Silesia  in the Special  Economic Zone. The

investment  will  cost  PLN  240  million  (ca.  EUR  53  million)  and  will  focus  on  the  production  of
electrolytic solutions used in car batteries. 

PKN Orlen’s plans for future investments:

In its production facility in Płock PKN Orlen will install a mechanism that will decrease the emissions of

sulfur dioxide by 50%. It is  estimated that the investment will  cost PLN 346 million (ca.  EUR 76.3
million). 
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During the press conference on the 2  nd   of February 2022, the CEO of PKN Orlen – Daniel Obajtek -  
introduced the  company’s  hydrogen strategy until  2030. The main element of  the strategy includes

installing 540MW of capacity from new low and zero-emission sources that will produce hydrogen. The
total cost of all investments will amount to PLN 7.5 billion (ca. EUR 1.65 million) by 2030. 

Note: the list only reflects information that was disclosed by press, individual companies or government announcements for specific

initiatives, hence does not offer comprehensive information on the scale of financial support for the sector and actions undertaken.

 

Coal’s  Swan Song. Systemic risks of delaying the restructuring of the mining and coal

energy sectors in Poland [EN] – policy brief on coal in the power sector and needed actions to
achieve just transition

The  necessary  s  tep  .  The  impact  of  mining  restructuring  on  the  economy  and  energy  
security     [EN] – policy brief on the implications of the mining industry and the restructuring
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